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Connecticut State Independent Living Council (CT-SILC)

Legislative Advocacy Position Papers

Increased funding for Centers for Independent Living - CT-SILC will work to ensure that Centers for Independent Living (CILs) are adequately funded by the CT Department of Social Services and the Connecticut General Assembly.  Under state and federal law, CILs are mandated to provide advocacy, information and referral, peer counseling and independent living skills training services to consumers with disabilities.  The CILs are currently funded through a Medicaid waiver entitled Money Follows the Person to transition adults with disabilities from nursing homes to the community.    
Monitoring of legislation impacting programs funded by State Agencies - CT-SILC will monitor proposed legislation by the CT General Assembly and regulations issued by the Executive branch of government that could significantly impact people with disabilities including, but not limited to, the proposals to merge state agencies, create new programs, or reduce funding of existing programs.  

Shifting the institutional bias of Medicaid - CT-SILC supports full implementation of the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1999 Olmstead v. L.C. decision to shift the Medicaid funding bias from nursing home and institutional care to community support services, in order for individuals with significant disabilities to exercise choice and live independently.  CT-SILC will work with other organizations to increase funding of community support services.
Expansion of the Personal Care Attendant program (PCAs) - CT-SILC supports the expansion of community-based PCA services to enable individuals with disabilities to live in the community with adequate community supports.  CT-SILC supports the creation of a legislative task force that would study how worker compensation benefits, wage increases, and other benefits could be provided to PCAs congruent with Connecticut’s Medicaid waiver.    

Expansion of accessible housing - CT-SILC supports increased state funding of supportive housing to enable persons with disabilities to live in the community; expansion of the Rental Assistance Program (RAP), a portable voucher program that enables low income individuals with disabilities and families to live in the community; and capital improvements to public housing.  

Transition of students with disabilities - CT-SILC supports transition initiatives that will enable students with disabilities to attain success in post-secondary environments and employment including, but not limited to, funding of peer mentoring programs in academic and workplace environments to foster self-advocacy skill development and exercise of choice.  
